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As a little girl, I can remember bringing home stray dogs and cats. We 
had a hodge podge of dogs in our house, from a Siberian Husky named 
Nanook to an Afghan/Poodle mix named Fauxpas. I knew I wanted to do 
something with animals, but didn’t know in what capacity.   

Fast forward to the present and I have fulfilled my dream of helping 
animals. I’ve been in rescue for over 10 years and have loved every 
minute of it. It has been a very rewarding but also very stressful and sad 
journey for me.  

These beautiful Golden Retrievers come into rescue for a variety of 
reasons. Some have been banished to the backyard with no human 
contact or dumped at the shelter because they are old, sick or just 
weren’t wanted anymore. These are the Goldens we rescue; we give 
them a second chance at life. Whether they live out their lives in our 
permanent foster program or get adopted by a loving family, they will 
not have to worry about the next meal or a warm bed to sleep on or a 
loving hug or kiss.

Volunteering in rescue is a 24/7 un-paid job. It is tireless and sometimes 
overwhelming work. There is always something to do whether it is 
scouting the shelters, transporting a dog to a vet or foster home, doing 
in-home interviews, organizing adoption events, planning a fundraising 
event or just being with a Golden on his or her journey across the 
Rainbow Bridge. Southern California Golden Retriever Rescue can’t do 
any of this without the dedication of our volunteers, foster homes and 
adopters. 

Without our volunteers this rescue wouldn’t be what it is today. They are 
the backbone of the rescue. Our foster families open their homes and 
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hearts to help these dogs get back on their feet. They provide the next 
meal, the warm bed and the love, hugs and kisses that every dog needs 
before finding a “furever” home.  

Our permanent foster program was started to help our Goldens who 
have terminal illnesses, or too old to be adopted.  We currently have 14 
Goldens in this program.  They live out their lives in loving and caring 
homes.  We thank our permanent foster families for your love and 
support of these sugar faced Goldens.

This year we celebrate Southern California Golden Retriever Rescue’s 
5th anniversary, and I would also like to thank our donors who support 
us financially. Without you, we simply couldn’t treat the sick or injured. 
In 2012 alone, we spent over $245,000 on vet bills. A big thank you goes 
out to our dedicated veterinarians without whom we couldn’t save 
these beautiful dogs. They are truely miracle workers. 

As the new President of Southern California Golden Retriever Rescue, 
I’m very proud to be a part of this wonderful rescue. Lastly, I would like 
to thank the board of directors for their professionalism and continued 
dedication to our cause, which is to save as many Golden Retrievers & 
Golden Retriever mixes as possible.

Jenni Morita
Jenni Morita
President
Southern California Golden Retriever Rescue
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Every year there is an annual report prepared for all the 

Golden Retriever rescues in the country. In 2012, SCGRR 

was ranked third in the country out of 98 Golden Retriever 

rescues by the number of dogs rescued.  SCGRR also ranked 

second in the Western Region out of 23 Golden Retriever 

rescues.  This is very impressive as our rescue has fewer 

volunteers than most and we spend less than average on 

veterinary costs.  

This marks SCGRR’s placement as one of the top ranking 

Golden Retriever rescues in the country for the 4th time 

in our only 5 years of existence! We are very proud of this 

rescue and what we have accomplished in only 5 years.

2012 Financial Statement



Grants: $11,918.26
Direct Public Support: $274,033.71
 including Adoption Fees: $113,140
 including ebay Auction: $9,980.58
 including Donations: $21,643.23
Other including merchandise: $10,163.41

Total Income: $296,115.38

Animal Welfare: $248,121.94
Business and Operations Expenses: $24,113.12
Fundraising: $8,413.16
Other including contract services:  $12,291.83

Total Expenses: $292,940.05

Expenses:

Income:
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85 cents of every dollar 
is spent on 

animal welfare. 



In 2012, we rescued 432 dogs.
Here are a few recent adoption stories:

Penny was turned in to SCGRR after she had been hit by an off-road 

vehicle. Most of the flesh from her right front leg was gone and there 

wasn’t enough skin left to sew the wound shut. For over 2 months, 

Penny endured bandage changes every three days and ultra-sound 

treatments. She was in a cast and had to be kept calm and dry. When 

her wound began to granulate, the vet performed a skin graft using 

skin from her underside. Today, Penny is able to walk and hike and lives 

with her loving forever family.
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Penny, before

Penny
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When we rescued Marley, her ears 

were so chronically infected and 

swollen that you couldn’t get a Q- tip 

inside. Her ear canals were calcified 

shut and she was going deaf. Our vet 

performed the intricate operation on 

both ears and restored them without 

damaging any of her nerves that 

could have caused facial  paralysis. 

Against all odds, Marley made an 

amazing recovery and today lives 

with her happy, loving family.

Marley

Buddy

Buddy was surrendered to the shelter 

by an owner who “didn’t have time 

for him”. He has the head of a Golden 

Retriever, but the legs and body of a 

Basset Hound! When he arrived, he was 

extremely malnourished and sickly, 

but the shelter decided to neuter him 

anyways. His compromised immune 

system gave way to pneumonia and 

he was in and out of intensive care. 

Luckily, Buddy made a full recovery 

and today is happy and healthy. He 

was adopted by a lovely family and 

hasn’t looked back since.
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Cassie was rescued at 7 months old, when a breeder found out she had 
Patent Ductus Arteriosus (PDA), a heart defect that causes blood to not 
flow properly to her lungs. The breeder couldn’t afford the surgery, so 
SCGRR agreed to take her. 

Her ultrasound ended up showing that she not only had the PDA defect, 
but also an extremely enlarged left atrium, possible caused by her 
heart having to work so hard. It was determined that the PDA defect 
could be fixed with surgery, but that the left atrium and mitral valve 
issue associated with the enlarged heart might not be able to be fixed. 
We decided to do the PDA surgery because without it, she would not 
survive. 

Cassie
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The surgery was successful and her heart rate got down to a healthy 70 
beats per minute. That was the good news. The bad news was that her 
left atrium was still enlarged and her mitral valve was still not performing 
correctly. Her vet said that this was probably a permanent situation 
and could be treated with heart medication, but that she would be on 
medication on for the rest of her life.  

This prognosis meant that she would not be adoptable and would 
become part of the permanent foster program. It also meant that her life 
expectancy was unknown. The woman who fostered her after surgery 
agreed to be her pemanent foster, which means she would care for 
Cassie until the end of her days. We later discovered that Cassie also had 
cataracts in both eyes. The vet said she could probably see well enough, 
but that her vision would never get better. Cassie got lucky, as her foster 
mom decided she wanted to keep her forever and officially adopt her, 
health quirks and all. We agreed, but only under the conditions that 
SCGRR would pay for any costs associated with Cassie’s heart or eyes. 

Fast forward to almost a year later, and Cassie is doing well! She did 
have a minor stroke, but has recovered from that nicely. She’s a typical 
Golden puppy, you would never guess she has a permanent heart issue 
or that her life expectancy is unknown. Cassie was so lucky to find her 
mom, who loves her every day. 
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Southern California Golden Retriever Rescue 
is an all-volunteer 501(c)3 non profit 

organization. We couldn’t continue to save 
Goldens without your help. 

Please consider making a donation to help a 
dog in need.

Visit www.scgrrescue.org for more 
information. 
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President - Jenni Morita
Vice President - Flori Camhi
Treasurer - Barbara Gale
Secretary - Nancy Meyers
In-Take Coordinator - Lois Neely
Fundraising Chair - Cinda Rodewald

Thank you to all of our wonderful 
volunteers, fosters, donors and adoptive 
families!

Southern California Golden 
Retriever Rescue 
Board of Directors:

Southern California
GOLDEN
RETRIEVER
RESCUE
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www.scgrrescue.org

Our mission is to find loving, lifetime homes for all Southern California Golden 
Retrievers in need, regardless of conditions or circumstances. We will always 

strive to heal the sick and injured, rehabilitate the neglected and abused, 
and nurture the aged and unwanted until we find the perfect family who will 

shower them with unconditional love.

Our vision is to build a refuge - a sanctuary - to serve as a halfway house 
where each of our beloved Goldens can rest and recuperate, prior to being 
placed with a foster or permanent family and moving on in their new lives.


