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LetterS from the PresidentS

First, I want to thank Jenni Morita for her grace, dedication and leadership 
as President. She has given selflessly of herself to steer this ship over many 
years.

I want to take this special space to thank every single one of our 100+ 
volunteers throughout Southern California. There is no greater gift than 
to give of your time to something that cannot escape abuse, neglect or 
abandonment without you. Our volunteers are truly amazing: they travel 
from Santa Barbara to San Diego to transport dogs, they give of their 
weekends with family and friends to visit the homes of potential adopters 
insuring they are safe and loving, they attend events in the hopes of raising 
donations so that we as a rescue can continue, and they open their homes 
to give these kind, loving and loyal dogs a safe place to stay as they 
recover. I am honored to volunteer alongside all of you. 

Sharon Morris

866-299-1899
scgrrescue.org

Our rescue was very busy in 2016. We have so many new volunteers who 
have committed their time to helping save these dogs. We took in a total 
of 343 dogs: 305 Goldens, 21 Labs, 8 Doodles, 4 Flat Coats, 2 Maltese, 1 
Scottish Terrier, 1 Leonberger and 1 Great Pyrenees. We partnered with 
rescues in Taiwan, Korea, China and Turkey to bring in dogs that need loving 
homes which we can provide for them. 

We are involved in communities across Southern California doing events, 
letting people know what our rescue is all about. Our volunteers are the 
best! I know this sounds like a broken record but without our volunteers, this 
rescue wouldn’t be able to do what we do best - Save These Dogs!

I have had the privilege to serve as President of this rescue for the past 4 
years and it has been a wonderful journey for me. In December, 2016 I turn 
the reins over to our new President, Sharon Morris. Sharon is very dedicated 
to this rescue and these dogs and I know with her guidance this rescue will 
continue to grow. We have a strong Board of Directors willing to go the 
extra mile to make this rescue the best in California and the Country.

We will keep fighting the fight to save these dogs until they all have loving 
homes. Thank you all for your support, dedication to this rescue.

Golden Paws, 
Jenni Morita



SCGRR 2016 Rescue Statistics

343 dogs saved and rehomed in 2016: 
305 were Golden Retrievers, 21 Labs, 8 Doodles,  
4 Flat Coats, 2 Maltese, 1 Scottish Terrier, 1 Leonberger 
and 1 Great Pyrenees. 87 cents of every dollar 
donated goes to the care of the dogs in the rescue

Saving these pups from a different fate….Priceless

Help SCGRR in 2017 by donating to save more 
precious Golden Retrievers
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HOBIE

HOBIE was an unclaimed stray at an inland 
shelter where he tried to scale a 6 foot fence 
in the play area. A mix of Golden Retriever and 
something smaller and more agile, Hobie was 
the perfect candidate for SCGRR’s partnership 
with Australian Behaviorist SUP Dog Oz (Chris 
DeAboitiz) who was coming to town to foster 
a pup and train for the Surf City Surf Dog 
Competition. 

Chris had his work cut out for him with this 
escape artist with separation anxiety and not 
so dog-friendly. Within 4 weeks, Hobie was 
transformed. He was able to be social with 
other pups on the beach, at SUP workshops and 
at doggy pool parties. And he found he loved 
to SUP with humans – hanging ten on the front 
of the board and even jumping over Chris’s 
shoulder while in motion. He was popular due 
to his publicity and landed with an amazing 
retired family who loved to have fun with their 
pups as much as Hobie did. Since then, Hobie 
has explored Baja via kayak, SUP, Hobie sailboat 
and 4 wheeler. And he found snow in Big Bear 
this winter. His family continues to work with 
him on his escapism and separation issues but 
he is doing so well with their dedication and 
commitment.



Tom Brady

14-month-old TOM BRADY was turned into us via a vet tech from a family 
who found him too much puppy. Tom, we didn’t know at the time, had a torn 
ACL.  We had a specialist perform the surgery and then for 6 weeks this “too 
much puppy” dog had to be contained a crate only to come out to do his 
business. He was miserable, but we had to think long term not short term. 

Once fixed and ready, we had very few families willing to take him on, 
knowing that if one knee went, the other could too. But, it only takes one 
family! And Tom hit the jackpot. He swims daily, his new family adores him, 
and he has a sister he loves and plays with continually. 

As of today, Tom’s legs are doing wonderfully and he is a normal, happy and 
very loved, beautiful golden!



Our Permanent Fosters

An important part of rescue is the dogs we are able to save, but not always 
adoptable, due to medical or health reasons. Your generous donations allow 
our beautiful permanent foster families to help these dogs live peaceful and 
well cared for lives. 

For more information and bios on our permanent fosters please visit our 
website.

Sunny (Tiff) • Sophie • Sassy (Cassy)
Bentley• Finnegan • Bugsy • Wasson •Zeus



Caring for Those in Their Final Days

Honeylamb was spotted by a vigilant neighbor who convinced her owners 
to give her up. Honeylamb came to us with burns and sores over her body 

from the hot sun as she was kept outside all 
summer. When she came to us she had lost 
a lot of her fur, had a pot belly, and was in 
a very sorry state. Our vets determined she 
had Cushings disease. She went to live with 
two amazing long term foster families who 
loved and cared for her and made sure she 
had a constant supply of her favorite thing...
tennis balls! She had to have one in her mouth 
at all times, even falling asleep with one 
every night. Honeylamb crossed the bridge in 
August of 2016.

Stanley was a beautiful boy found in a shelter. He was not neutered and had 
probably been used for breeding all his life. We got him to our vet who pulled 
his blood work and immediately 
knew something was wrong. Stanley 
was riddled with cancer. Very quickly 
he began to lose weight. However, 
he was with a foster who lived on 
a ranch in the beautiful Temecula 
wine hill region and let Stanley have 
free roam. He fell in love with his 
new foster dad very quickly and for 
his last few weeks he was cared for 
better than no other. 

Biscuit was a girl who was turned into us by her 
owner who no longer had the time to care for 
her. They told us she had a mass on her neck, but 
we had no idea how bad it was. When she was 
dropped off to us at the vet the smell from her 
wound was unbearable. She was weeping pus 
and blood from a mass that had been uncared 
for, for at least a year. These are the moments 
that really test our volunteers patience and 
hearts. Biscuit was taken to the closest fast food 
joint for a big fat hamburger before she came 
back to cross the rainbow bridge with dignity.



CLARENCE

CLARENCE was dumped in a shelter at 10 years old. Thrown away like trash after 
giving someone – his “family” – many years of love and companionship. To make 
matters worse, Clarence was bleeding internally from a mass on his spleen. Southern 
California Golden Retriever Rescue was contacted and committed to save him, 
jumped into action, and brought him immediately to our vet, Dr. Schulman at AMC. 
An ultrasound was done upon arrival to AMC - this is when the splenic mass, clot 
and internal bleeding was discovered. He was rushed into emergency surgery – he 
would have died had this not been done.

Biopsies were done and the waiting began. SCGRR would not give up on him – 
even if it came back as cancer. If it was cancer, Clarence would have the BEST 
6 months of his life, that we’d be sure of. If he was cancer free, he would have a 
wonderful home and enjoy love and happiness the rest of his life.

Clarence’s vet bills were extraordinary! We asked our village of friends and 
supporters for help – and as always, they came through to help us save Clarence’s 
life. We are incredibly grateful!

Clarence was recovering, he was eating and his tail never stopped wagging. Even 
through all of this, he was always a sweet, happy boy. Then the biopsy results were 
in. Cancer. Hemangiosarcoma. Just as we all feared and hoped against.

We welcomed Clarence into our Permanent Foster Program – Save A Life. For the 
rest of his time, he will only know happiness and love, free from fear, pain, hunger 
and loneliness. And Clarence then came home with me, Liz, his forever foster mom. 

Clarence has two senior fur siblings, Hudson and Florence. He immediately fit in. 
Clarence is such a sweet angel and truly fits his namesake (from It’s A Wonderful 
Life). He’s came to live with me in December and has been on many adventures. 
He went to see Elsa and Olaf, played in a Winter Wonderland, hung out with his two 
cousins (for a few days it was a pack of five), fell in love with my niece, had his first 
In-N-Out burger, unwrapped Christmas presents, went to the beach, the park and 
even went on a road trip. Plus, he has been an 
ambassador at some of our SCGRR events and 
has even been to Yappy Hour. Not too bad for 
a couple of months. And so much more to do…

Clarence is an incredibly sweet, love bug! He 
adores everyone he meets – 2 or 4 legged. He 
loves to carry around his plush toys, play with his 
tennis balls, but mostly loves to hang out with 
me, whether it’s going for a walk, riding in the 
car, curled tightly behind my chair when I work 
from home, or snuggled up on the couch. It’s 
adorable how he will bump and nudge me 
if he sees I have a free hand that should be 
used to love on him. I’m so thankful that SCGRR 
rescued this big red pup, and so grateful for our 
amazing village that made this possible. I am 
SO in love with Clarence, my sweet red boy! 



Legacy Donations

A legacy to Southern California Golden Retriever Rescue may come in 
different forms:

Gifts of cash

Gifting cash – the simplest donation and provides an immediate tax 
deduction for you.

Gifting appreciated securities

Gifting appreciated securities – you transfer securities to SCGRR, receive 
an immediate income tax deduction for the fair market value of the 
securities on the date of transfer while paying no taxes on the gains, and 
SCGRR gets the full benefit of your gift! We have partnered with Wells Fargo 
Advisors to accept stocks, bonds and mutual funds. If you require any further 
information, please email Barbara Gale at info@scgrrescue.org.

Beneficiary designation of a living trust, testamentary trust, life insurance 
policy, bank account, investment account, or retirement account

Beneficiary designation of trust or accounts – contact your attorney or 
financial adviser on how to update your beneficiary information for your trust, 
life insurance or investment accounts. By either gifting a policy or naming 
Southern California Golden Retriever Rescue as your beneficiary, you can 
provide us with a large sum of money that will create a lasting legacy and 
forever change the lives of thousands of animals.

An outright gift in your will of cash or investments

Charitable Remainder trust

Charitable remainder trust – an irrevocable, tax-exempt trust in which you 
place assets that will provide you income for a period of time and then 
remaining assets are turned over to a charity of your choice.

Foundations

Foundations – similar to setting up a corporation, a foundation requires many 
legal requirements and supervision. Foundations and endowments can be a 
wonderful way to create a lasting legacy for you and your family to support 
one or many different charities.

Donor Advised Funds

Donor advised funds – a tax-preferred investment account specifically 
ear-marked for charitable giving. The donor is eligible for an immediate tax 
deduction, the assets grow tax-free, and you have control of when you 
decide to distribute the assets to a charitable organization.

Check out the SCGRR website for  
complete donation options. Thank you.



GIDEON

MEET GIDEON…beaten using a board with protruding 1” steel nails that 
sunk into his skin over 100 times. He escaped and, his wounds left untreated, 
infection ensued and necrosis set in on his shoulder and ear. Finally captured 
by a Good Samaritan who found this frightened and dying dog hiding 
under a car, he was brought to Animal Medical Center and Dr Schulman. 
SCGRRescue was called and asked if we could this Mini-Golden into our 
rescue and under the Wings of our supporters. Medical treatment was begun 
immediately to save his life.

His tragic story reached every corner of the United States via our GoFundMe 
Page coordinated by Barbara Gale. He received a sweet note and a St. 
Christopher medal from a supporter in Peoria, Illinois (pictured here). He also 
received many hand-made blankets, toys, and well wishes from concerned 
animal lovers…it was really amazing.

Gideon remained in the hospital for several weeks, enduring 3 surgeries to 
remove dead tissue. He also receive healing therapy and begin taking in 
nutrition. During his stay, Gideon (as we named him), learned that people can 
be very gentle and loving.

Once cleared, he went into one of our fabulous foster homes for several 
months, where his family cared for him, gave him confidence, cuddles and 

time to heal his spirit. We soon 
found out that he HATED 
people in hoodies! He even 
lunged at and nipped a 
person on the wrist. Many 
other “street and stranger” 
related fears came out.

The retired couple we chose 
for Gideon’s forever loving 
home in Palm Springs (too 
hot for hoodies out there) is 
experienced with dog issues 
and is willing to give Gideon 
the space and quite time he 
needs to heal his soul. They 
also hired a behaviorist to 
help the process along. 

So far, Gideon is doing well 
and has made a retired 
couple in Palm Springs very, 
very happy.



Volunteer Opportunities

We need YOU! Some of the areas where you can give back and help save 
these beautiful souls include:

Become a Monthly Donor – just go to our website at www.scgrrescue.org and 
find out how! Every little bit helps.

In Home Interviews – Just an hour or two and week will make a difference. 

Fostering – The heart of what we do. Our dogs need a soft spot to land. 
Especially needed are foster homes with no other dogs for the pups coming in 
that need to be an “Only Dog”

Transporting Dogs – We have a special team that helps get the dogs from the 
vet to the foster home or the shelter to the vet. 

Events – At least once a month we try and coordinate an event to raise 
awareness and money. Bring your dog and meet other volunteers as well as 
the public

Monitoring the Shelters – Volunteers monitor the shelters and the shelter 
websites to identify a Golden that may need our help

Public Relations/Marketing and Media – Helping with our Newsletter, Flyers, 
Social Media and other Advertising 



2017 SCGRR Board of Directors

• Barbara Gale   Founder/Treasurer
• Sharon Morris  President
• Sharon Denison  Secretary
• Jenni Morita  Homeward Bound Coordinator
• Cheryl Biernacki  Samepage and San Diego Coordinator
• Kristine De Luna  Volunteer Coordinator
• Nedra Plonski  Events and Fundraising Coordinator
• Cinda Rodewald  Public Relations Coordinator
• Maureen Rodrigues  Intake Coordinator

Our Mission and Our Vision
Our mission is to find loving, lifetime homes for all Southern California Golden 
Retrievers in need, regardless of conditions or circumstances.

We will always strive to heal the sick and injured, rehabilitate the neglected 
and abused, and nurture the aged and unwanted until we find the perfect 
family who will shower them with unconditional love.

Our vision is to build a refuge – a sanctuary – to serve as a halfway house 
where each of our beloved Goldens can rest and recuperate, prior to being 
placed with a foster or permanent family and moving on in their new lives.



Give Life!Looking for a FREE and EASY way  
to help dogs in need? 

Help our Goldens just by  
grocery shopping at Ralphs!

When you register your Ralphs Club card, a percentage of your  
purchases are donated to Southern California Golden Retriever 
Rescue through their Community Contribution Program!
It is easy..just shop, swipe (or enter your Ralphs number)
to get started..go to https://www.ralphs.com,  
go to Community, Community Contribution  
and click on the participant Enroll Now button.

THANK YOU!
scgrrescue.org

Make sure  

plenty of

DOG TREATS are 

on your list!

How Can You Help?

When you use your existing Amazon.com 
account to shop through AmazonSmile, 
0.5% of your eligible purchases will be 
donated to SCGRR. 
AmazonSmile is the same Amazon you know. Same products, same prices, same service. 
On your � rst visit to AmazonSmile (smile.amazon.com), select SCGRR to receive donations 
before you begin shopping. 

You Shop. Amazon Gives.
Start shopping...and donating...today! 

Shop through 

to support SGRRR! 



Can I crash at your place
for a while?

scgrrescue.org

Scan this QR code with your 
smart phone to find out more 
about SCGRR and fostering.

Foster homes needed.
We need you, they need you...just for a while.

Visit our website for  
additional ways you can  
help our dogs at SCGRR



Thank You!

scgrrescue.org
866-299-1899


